ST CLEMENT, P. M.                     [Nov. 23

written in the book of life; a privilege and matter of joy far beyond the
power of commanding devils. (Luke x. 17.) St Clement followed St Paul
to Rome, where he also heard St Peter preach, and was instructed in his
school, a$ St Irenseus and Pope Zosimus testify. Tertullian tells us that
St Peter ordained him bishop, by which some understand that he made
him a bishop of nations, to preach the gospel in many countries; others,
with Epiphanius, that he made him his vicar at Rome, with an episcopal
character to govern that church during his absence in his frequent missions.
Others suppose he might at first be made bishop of the Jewish church in
that city. After the martyrdom of SS. Peter and Paul, St Linus was
appointed Bishop of Rome, and after eleven years, succeeded by St Cletus.
Upon his demise in 89, or rather in 91, St Clement was placed in the
apostolic chair. According to the Liberian Calendar he sat nine years,
eleven months, and twenty days.

At Corinth, an impious and detestable division, as our saint called it,
happened amongst the faithful, like that which St Paul had appeased in
the same church;   and a party rebelled against holy and irreproachable
priests and presumed to depose them.    It seems to have been soon after
the death of Domitian in 96, that St Clement, in the name of the church
of Rome, wrote to them his excellent epistle, a piece highly extolled and
esteemed in the primitive church as an admirable work, as Eusebius calls
it.   It was placed in rank next to the canonical books of the holy scriptures,
and with them read in the churches.    Whence it was found in the very
ancient Alexandrian manuscript copy of the Bible, which Cyril Lucaris
sent to our King James I, from which Patrick Young, the learned keeper
of that king's library, published it at Oxford in 1633.   St Clement begins
his letter by conciliating the benevolence of those who were at variance,
tenderly putting them in mind how edifying their behaviour was when
they were all humble-minded, not boasting of anything, desiring rather to
be subject than to govern, to give than to receive, content with the portion
God had dispensed to them, listening diligently to his word, having an
insatiable desire of doing good, and a plentiful effusion of the Holy Ghost
upon all of them.    At that time they were sincere, without offence, not
mindful of injuries, and all sedition and schism was an abomination to
them*   The saint laments that they had then forsaken the fear of the Lord,
and were fallen into pride, envy, strife, and sedition;   and pathetically
exhorts them to lay aside all pride and anger, for Christ is theirs who are
humble and not theirs who exalt themselves.   The sceptre of the majesty
of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, came not in the show of pride, though he
could have done so;   but with humility.    He bids them look up to the
Creator of the world, and think how gentle and patient he is towards his
whole creation; also with what peace it all obeys his will, and the heavens,
earth, impassable ocean, and worlds beyond it, are governed by the com-